


SOUTH HANNINGFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a council meeting held on Thursday 7th December 2023 in Ramsden Heath Village Hall.

Present:  The Chairman and Councillors Marsello, Whitehead, Huntington, Burgess, Thurgood and Coveley.  There were four members of the public present and the Clerk kept the minutes.

Councillor Whitehead reported that Councillor Grundy was taken ill several weeks ago, and he is still awaiting his results.  He is currently on leave of absence; therefore, he is not to be contacted.  The Parish Council should be able to liaise with other County Councillors during Cllr Grundy’s absence. 

1. Apologies for Absence – Councillors Walker, Elms, Graves and Vallis.

2. Disclosure of Interests – None. 

3. Public Participation – Residents came to ask for help in obtaining traffic calming measures in Heath Road.  The speed of passing cars is worsening and there have been several near misses recently, with one resident nearly knocked down.  The streetlight on the corner of Mill Lane has not been working for 4 years now.  The newly planted trees on the corner of Mill Lane, on private property, has also made exiting by car more difficult.  Cllr Whitehead suggested that the residents contact John Whittingdale for his support.  The Chairman reported that the Clerk has requested that an automatic traffic count be carried out, so we can see the true speed and traffic flow. Cllr Thurgood asked if we could arrange for an automatic traffic to be held in Castledon Road also.  Members were in full agreement to both and this matter will be ratified at the next meeting.  The Chairman thanked those residents for attending this evening.

4. Approval of Minutes dated the 2nd and 16th November 2023 -  Both sets of minutes were approved as a true record by Cllr Huntington, Seconded Cllr Marsello.

5. Clerk & Councillors Report -                                                                                   16th November 2023                                                                                                5.1  9.7 – Cllr Thurgood reported that the road works in Downham Road were completed over 2 nights.                                                                          5.2  9.8 – Cllr Thurgood reported that he will take up the additional road markings issue by Downham School with Cllr Grundy upon his return.

6. Planning -                                                                                                                   6.1  23/01847/FUL – Barn South West of Dowsett Farm, Dowsett Lane, Ramsden Heath – Conversion of a rural building to use as a residential dwelling (Class Use C3).  Demolition of part of existing structure construction of a separate cycle store, parking and bin store are and the creation of a surfaced private footpath/cycle way.  Alterations to the external cladding and roof materials – No comment.                                         6.2  To discuss any planning applications which are received between the date of the notice and the 7th December 2023 -                                                   6.3  23/01897/CLEUD – Stables, Tylde Hall Farm, Heath Road, Ramsden Heath – Confirmation that development has commenced within the 3 year timescale and therefore the permission granted under 22/00472 remains extant – No comment.

7. Finance -                                                                                                                       7.1  Authority to issue online payments and cheques, ratification of staff salaries, online payments, ratification of November direct debits and Barclaycard payments – Proposed by Cllr Huntington, Seconded Cllr Thurgood.  *Payment made under Section 137 -                                            105354                                 Petty Cash                                              £  154.21 RATIFY
           Tennis Court Surface           Tennis court surfacing                                                                                         
           Solutions Ltd                         second instalment                             £ 7040.04           
           Tennis Court Surface           Tennis court surfacing           
           Solutions Ltd                         third instalment                                 £ 7039.20                                                                           
              A Moule                                Maintenance                                       £   
            P James                                 Maintenance                                       £   
            M Linwood                           Admin Assistance                               £   
            J Moule                                 Salary                                                    £ 
            Essex Pension Fund            Pension                                                 £ 
            HMRC                                    Tax & NI                                                £ 
            R Thomason                         Salary                                                    £   
            HMRC                                    Tax                                                         £     
          
          7th DECEMBER 2023
          Sue Lees                      Cookie Control Yearly Subs                        £    70.00
          Sue Lees                      Annual Maintenance Fee                           £    40.00
          Ernest Doe & Sons     Fuel and Parts                                              £  138.68
          S Lowing*                    Ramsden Cupcake Donation                     £  100.00
          J Spriggs*                     SHVH Coffee Morning Donation              £  100.00
          NOVEMBER 2023 DIRECT DEBITS
          EE                                  Mobile                                                          £      14.88
          BT Group                      Office Line Rental                                       £      55.58
          Onecom                       S/Pav Line Rental                                        £      29.75
          BARCLAYCARD PAYMENTS          
          Adobe                           Monthly Fee                                                £      16.64
          The Defib Pad              New Case                                                     £    131.99
          Cartridge People         Toners/Paper/Labels                                  £    270.02
          Fenland Leisure           Resin                                                             £      48.40
          Amazon                        End Caps                                                       £      14.28
          Travis Perkins               Postcrete/Tarmacadam                             £      87.10
          Amazon                        Office chair                                                  £       91.59
          Amazon                        End Caps                                                      £       18.40

8. To Discuss the request from Essex & Suffolk water to drill trial holes on South Hanningfield Tye – Members were in full agreement for E&S Water to proceed.  The Clerk advised this will be actioned towards the middle of January 2024 and if new pipes need to be installed, E&S Water will reinstate the surfaces.
   
9. To Discuss road safety matters at the junction of Mill Lane and Heath Road, Ramsden Heath – This matter was discussed in conjunction with agenda item 3.

10.  Matters for Information -                                                                                   10.1  The Clerk asked members to consider Guest Speaker suggestions for the 2024 Annual Parish Meeting.  This will be discussed at our next meeting.                                                                                                               10.2  The Clerk reported she had been contacted by Environmental Services at CCC, advising her that a resident of Heath Road had seen rats on the Recreation Ground. 
10.3 The Clerk asked members if they could bring along their £10
              
Charity donation to replace Christmas cards.
11.  Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 21st December 2023 commencing 7.45pm in Downham Village Hall.
12.  Resolution for the exclusion of the public RESOLVED that under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 and/or as amended the public be excluded from the meeting for the specific agenda item 13 on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within paragraphs 3 and 6 of Part 1 of the Schedule 12A to the Act – All in favour.

Approved as a true record.


Signed………………………………………………………………Dated…………………………………


















